
About the Program Model

The proven model of the Trauma Healing Institute uses applied Scrip-
ture and mental health principles to address spiritual and emotional 
wounds caused by trauma of war, violence, natural disasters, and 
abuse. The book Healing the Wounds of Trauma: How the Church Can 
Help has been translated and taught in over 50 countries with more 
than 150 language groups in Africa, Asia, the Pacific and the Americas. 

About the Session

At this initial equipping session, participants learn basic biblical and mental health 
principles related to trauma care; explore if they themselves are carrying any wounds 
of trauma or loss and bring those to Christ for healing; learn how to lead groups in a 
participatory way; learn the program model; and develop plans for using what they have 
learned in their community. 

Trauma healing facilitators aim to “do no harm” to those they help. To this end, partici-
pants are evaluated during the equipping session. A simple test measures mastery of 
content. A short practice facilitation exercise includes feedback on facilitator strengths 
and suggestions to address areas needing improvement. Those participants who possess 
the required competencies will be certified as apprentice facilitators. 

This initial equipping session is followed by a 6–9 month practicum in which apprentice 
facilitators teach at least the core lessons at least two times. The training process is 
completed with an advanced equipping session. 

Who Should Attend?

This session is open to safe church team members, laypeople and clergy, including mental 
health professionals, social justice advocates, NGO workers, social workers, ministry 
leaders and others. Necessary qualifications: 

 ˬ Able to communicate in English. 
 ˬ Have sufficient status to teach others 

in a community. 

 ˬ Able to attend the entire session. 
 ˬ At least 18 years old. 
 ˬ Committed to help trauma survivors. 

Facilitators

• Steve Moses, Office Director World Relief Memphis, Training Facilitator
• Dana Ergenbright, US Trauma Healing Manager, Master Facilitator

About the Trauma Healing Institute 

The Trauma Healing Institute at American Bible Society equips and supports a global 
community of workers in trauma care, helping local churches, national Bible Societies, 
and other NGOs bring Bible-based trauma healing to the world’s hurting people. Learn 
more at our website: TraumaHealingInstitute.org.

1-3 February 2017

Wed-Fri 8:30am-5:00pm

Grand Rapids, Michigan

CRCNA Denominational Offices 
1700 28th St. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49508 

Language

English 

Contact

safechurchministry@crcna.org 

Registration 

 ˬ Registration fee includes training, 
materials, snacks, and lunches 
$100 

 ˬ Housing Options Nearby: Ramada 
Plaza 3333 28th St. SE Grand Rap-
ids MI 49512  Ask for “CRC” Rate 

 ˬ Click here to register.
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“This book puts clear information about trauma in the hands of the global church. Its 
roots go down deep into the work of Christ on the cross and the truths of God’s Word. 
The teachings are sound and give ample room to the importance of understanding 
what trauma does to human beings, the need to tell their story and to grieve. The 
book is a gift to the body of Jesus.” DIANE LANGBERG, PH.D. 

Psychologist and Author 
Co-Chair, Trauma Healing Advisory Council

“This is by far the best book I know of to introduce hurting, grieving, traumatized people 
to the Scriptures and the healing power of the cross. What’s more, this book doesn’t 
just tell you Bible truths. It creates space for real conversations about heart wounds, 
the purpose of lament, and the nature of spiritual flourishing in a broken world.” 

PHIL MONROE, PSY.D. 

Clinical Psychologist; Professor of Counseling & Psychology, Biblical Seminary 
Co-Chair, Trauma Healing Advisory Council

“I have found that it is a book I can put into the hands of church leaders. Its straight-
forward approach makes it easy to use. Its many biblical references touch the heart 
of believers who use the book. I have found that its vision and methods travel well 
across denominational boundaries in the Church. This is quite simply the best single 
little book I have seen for these purposes.” 

ROBERT J. SCHRIETER, C.PP.S. 
Professor of Theology, Catholic Theological Union

The four authors of this book have trained trauma 
healing facilitators with these materials since 2002. 
 HARRIET HILL, program director for the Trauma 
Healing Institute at American Bible  Society, received 
her Ph.D. in intercultural studies from Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary.  MARGARET HILL, Scripture 
Engagement coordinator for SIL in Africa, received 
her master’s degree in education from the University 
of Manchester (UK).  RICHARD BAGGÉ, counseling 
ministry coordinator for SIL in Africa, received his 
M.D. from Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia 
and did his residency in psychiatry at Duke University 
Medical School. PAT  MIERSMA, an international 
counseling coordinator with SIL, received her M.N. as 
a Mental Health Nurse and Ethnic Clinical Specialist 
from U.C.L.A.
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